’EXHIBHION‘

Remembering Hu Hsu

On the occasion of the centenary year and 101st birth anniversary of Hu
Hsu, the Chinese disciple of Sri Aurobindo and The Mother, a group of
young people from Auroville and the Sri Aurobindo Ashram organized an
exhibition of his paintings, calligraphy, photographs and collected works

in the Pavilion of Tibetan Culture.

u Hsu (pronounce Hu Shu) or Hsu

Fan-cheng as he is known today,

was born in China a hundred years

ago, on October 26, 1909. After a

brief stint in Germany where he
studied Fine Art and Philosophy at the University
of Heidelberg, and where he translated works of
the German philosopher Nietzsche into Chinese,
he first came to India to live in Santiniketan where
he studied Sanskrit and
taught the history of
Chinese Buddhism. In
1951, he settled down in
the Sri Aurobindo Ashram
where he painted in the
classical Chinese style,
practiced calligraphy and
translated the major writ-
ings of Sri Aurobindo and
The Mother into Chinese.
These books were subse-
quently printed and pub-
lished by the Sri
Aurobindo Ashram. He
also wrote a few original
books Confucianism and
Chinese Words. He dedi-
cated each book “To THE
DIVINE MOTHER to
WHOM the writer remains
in permanent gratitude as

live in the Ashram, you will have the REALISA-
TION of Lao-Tseu’s philosophy”. Mother
added: “This man is a sage”.

On the day of the foundation ceremony of
Auroville, the Auroville Charter was also read
out in Chinese, presumably by Hu Hsu, who
most probably also translated the Auroville
Charter into Chinese. The earth from both the
Republic of China (Taiwan) and from the
People’s Republic of
China (Mainland) was
poured in the urn by
Ashram youth. Hu Hsu
also submitted an arti-
cle to Nan Yang Siang
Pau, a newspaper in
Singapore, in which he

introduced the project

of Auroville to the
Chinese-speaking world
and proposed that the
governments of Malaysia
and Singapore consider
contributing to the build-
ing of a pavilion in
Auroville’s International
Zone where the culture
and art achievements of
the Chinese civilization
could be represented.

In 1978, a few years

it is only with HER bound-
less  Compassion  and
Grace that this book has come into being.”

For an exhibition of his paintings in the
Ashram, The Mother commented: “Here are the
paintings of a scholar who is at once an artist and
a yogi...” In a conversation of October 30, 1962,
Mother praised Hu Hsu as being a genius who was
even coining new Chinese words to better translate
Sri Aurobindo. She spoke highly of his transla-
tions and mentioned one of his letters in which he
wrote “If you want to experience Taoism, come to

PeEace TABLES

Hu Hsu

after Mother had left her
body, Hu Hsu returned to
China. The Cultural Revolution was over. He went
to live in Beijing and became a faculty member of
the Institute of World Religions, a department of
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Here he
was known as one of the foremost scholars on
Indian spirituality. Often parallels were drawn
with the legendary Hsiian-tsang, the Chinese
Buddhist monk who traveled to India in the 7th
century, lived at Nalanda where he learned and
translated the Buddhist sutras, and returned to

‘Old Plum’.

China with the sacred knowledge of India. Like
him, Hu Hsu too returned to China with new
sacred knowledge — the ancient pre-Buddhist spir-
itual knowledge of the Upanishads and the Gita, as
also the contemporary spiritual knowledge con-
tained in Sri Aurobindo’s and The Mother’s writ-
ings. Hu Hsu became known as Hsu Fan-cheng —
‘the one purified by the realization of the Brahman
consciousness’.

Today there is a growing interest in Hu Hsu
and, through him, in Sri Aurobindo’s and The
Mother’s philosophy and vision. His collected
works were published in Mainland China in 2006
under the title Collected Works of Hsu Fan-cheng.
They have been well-received with universities in
China beginning courses in Sri Aurobindo philos-
ophy, and students studying Integral Yoga philos-
ophy as part of their doctoral thesis, even though
Hu Hsu wrote in classical Chinese which is not
easily accessible.

There is also a small but growing number of
Chinese speaking seekers who have visited the
Ashram and Auroville, some settling down, others
spending a few months and hoping to return one

day. In September, a journalist from Taiwan based
in New Delhi visited Auroville and made a docu-
mentary on Hu Hsu and on Auroville in Mandarin
Chinese, so that people in Taiwan, Hong Kong
and Singapore who speak Chinese will also be
able to follow it. The documentary is scheduled to
be released by the end of this year.

The growing interest of the Chinese-speaking
world can also be seen in Auroville, which now
has three residents of Taiwan. Some of Hu Hsu’s
translations, printed in Pondicherry with The
Mother’s blessings and lying unused for many
years for want of Chinese readers, are now selling
in the Visitors Centre of Auroville. “Recent news
from China about plans to form a centre to study
and further translate Sri Aurobindo into Chinese
gives us the feeling,” write the organizers of the
Auroville exhibition, “that Mother’s message
given 55 years ago to the then newly-created Sri
Aurobindo Philosophical Circle of Hong Kong is
now starting to be realized: Let the eternal Light
dawn on the eastern horizon.

Based on information provided
by Amanda, Eric and Devdip

Fundraising for the fourth Peace Table begins

The late George Nakashima had a dream that “sacred peace tables”
fashioned from two 300-year-old Eastern black walnut trees be placed in each of the seven
continents as symbols of man’s quest for peace.

made of wood
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eorge Katsutoshi Nakashima (May 24, 1905 —

June 15, 1990) was a Japanese-American wood-

worker, architect, and furniture-maker, one of the

leading innovators of 20th century furniture

design and a father of the American craft move-
ment. His work won him many awards and honours.

In 1984, he had the opportunity to purchase a pair of the
largest and finest walnut logs he had ever seen. He decided to
use the immense planks to their fullest potential. He dreamt that
if Altars for Peace were made from them and placed in each con-

tinent of the world as centres for meditation, prayer and activities
for peace, the world would be a better place.

Three of these tables have now been installed. The Peace
Table for North America was consecrated as an altar in the
Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine in New York City in
1986. The second table, built to celebrate the 50th Anniversary
of the United Nations in 1995, was made from the same monu-
mental black walnut tree as the first and blessed at the same
Cathedral. After serving as a unifying presence at The Hague
Appeal for Peace in May of 1999, it came to reside as the Peace
Table for Europe in the newly-renovated Russian
Academy of Art in Moscow in 2001.

The Peace Table for Asia was placed in
Auroville on 29 February 1996. Auroville held a
special meaning for Nakashima as he was a dis-
ciple of Sri Aurobindo and The Mother. He
served them as the on-site architect of the
Golconde building in the Sri Aurobindo Ashram. £, .

This Peace Table is presently housed in the Unity : ZARL
Pavilion in the International Zone. Its ultimate : ’
destination is the Hall of Peace, a large Hall con-
nected to the Unity Pavilion, designed by archi-
tects Piero and Gloria, which is now under con-
struction.

The Nakashima Foundation for Peace has
now started fund-raising for designing, building
and shipping the Peace Table for Africa to the
still unconstructed Desmond Tutu Peace Centre
in Cape Town, South Africa, where it will be
placed in the Peace Room. On October 16, Mira
Nakashima-Yarnall, daughter of Georges

Mira Nakashima-Yarnall and Dr Naomi Tutu launching
the Peace Table for Africa project
Nakashima, and Dr. Naomi Tutu, daughter of South African
anti-apartheid activist Archbishop Desmond Tutu, met at
Nakashima’s home near New Hope, Pennsylvania to launch the

project.

Carel
Contributions for the Peace Table for Africa can be made at
www.nakashimafoundation.org. For more information regard-
ing the completion of the Hall of Peace in Auroville, please con-
tact unity@auroville.org.in

The Peace Table for Asia in Auroville at its temporary location

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

Subscription rates (including postage):
@ One year subscription rates: India Rs. 450;
other countries Rs 2,000 equivalent

@ Two year subscription rate: India Rs. 800;
other countries Rs 3,700 equivalent.

Those for whom the subscription rate is an
obstacle are invited to contact Auroville
Today for information on reduced rates.
Auroville Today does not receive any funds
from Auroville. Your subscription (or your
supporting contribution of double the
amount) helps us to continue this work.

There are three ways to subscribe:

1. Through our website. Subscriptions can be
ordered and paid on-line through
www.auroville.com/auroville-today

2. By sending your contribution directly to
Auroville Today, Surrender, Auroville
605101, Tamil Nadu, India. Cheques sent
directly to Auroville Today should be made
payable to Auroville Fund, specifying:
‘Contribution for Auroville Today’. Personal
cheques are preferred to bank cheques. Please
do not send postal money orders or cash.

3. By sending your contribution to:

€ Germany: Auroville International
Deutsch-land e.V., Solmsstrasse 6, 10961
Berlin, tel. (49).(0)30-42803150, Fax
(49).(0)30-92091376, email:
info@auroville.de. GLS Gemeinschafts-
bank, BIC: GENODEM1GLS,
IBAN:DE16430609678019389200,

@ U.K.: Auroville International U.K.,

c/o Martin Littlewood, 30 The Green,
Surlingham, Norwich NR14 7AG, tel. 01508-
538300, fax 01508-537122, email:
info@aviuk.org

@ USA: Make checks payable to
Auroville International USA, and send to
either:

U.S.A (1): AVI USA, P.O. Box 1534, Lodi,
CA 95241-1534, Tel: (831) 425-5620; email:
info@aviusa.org ; or to

U.S.A (2): Auroville Information Office, PO Box
676, Woodstock NY 12498, tel: (1) 845-679-
5358, email: AVINY @aviusa.org

@ The Netherlands: Auroville International
Nederland, email: info@auroville-int-ned.nl,
Postbank account: 805707, account name:
Auroville Int. Ned. Account address: George

Washingtonlaan 16, 2285 CG Rijswijk
(IBAN: NL11 PSTB 0000 805707, BIC:
PSTBNL21)
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