G eetings fromAuroville to all nmen of good wll.
Are invited to Auroville all those who thirst for
progress and aspire to a higher and truer life.
(The Mother’'s invitation, 28 February, 1968)
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Entry Service

In the early days of Auroville, Mther personally approved
requests fromthose who want to live in Auroville. In 1968,
she suggested ‘the idea of an information office for those
who are interested in the idea of Auroville could cone to
find what work is to be done and what personnel is
required.’ Since 1973, the adnission process has been
under goi ng constant changes. Currently, responsibility for
adm ssions is with the Entry Service.

Entry Service provides information and facilitates the

i ntegration of those who wish to live in Auroville.

The main functions of Entry Service are:
1. Providing information to those who wish to join, live

and work in Auroville

2. Processing requests for adm ssion

Facilitating integration of Newconers

4. Recommendi ng Newconers for acceptance as Menbers of
the Residents Assenbly of Auroville.

w

The current teamcane into office on 2 Novenber 2009 and
have tenure of 3 years. They are: Bhuvana, Cecilia, Jocelyn,
Kal sang, Rakhee, Ross, Sarasija. They cone from severa

di fferent countries.

Entry Service

Town Hall — MMC Buil di ng

Auroville, TN 605 101 IND A

Tel : +91 413 2622

Emai | : entryservice@uroville.org.in
Website: www. auroville.org.in/entry

The Entry Service office is open Monday, Wdnesday and
Friday 0900-1200 hrs.


mailto:entryservice@auroville.org.in
http://www.auroville.org.in/entry
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Process Overview

The Entry Service reviews requests to live in Auroville
according to the follow ng broad aspects:

e Commtment to Auroville ideals

» Potential work contribution to devel opnent of

Auroville

e Capacity to adapt to multi-cultural living

* Housi ng arrangenent
Currently we especially encourage young peopl e and peopl e
wi th specialist skills such as nedicine, nedical services,
teachi ng, farm ng, construction, town planning, information
t echnol ogy, managenent and community devel opnent etc.
We al so especially encourage people fromnationalities which
are currently not represented or under-represented in our
popul ati on.

Key Steps Actions

1. Guest . .
Explore Auroville and participate as a volunteer

Attend an Orientation Program
Volunteer in a work activity

Pick up a Request Form
Submit Request form along with documents
Make an appointment with Entry Service

2. Meet Entry Service

Attend introductory meeting
When necessary, apply for a Letter of Recommendationi
(non-Indians only)

Take up full-time responsibilities as a Newcomer

3. Newcomer Participate in development of Auroville through work
Attend Newcomer Program
Field Meeting
4. Obtain Recommendation - Provide references from place of living and place of work

Submit Self-assessment form and references
Obtain extension of Visa, if applicable
Attend Final meeting

Request Form
In case of fanmilies, each adult needs to fill out the form
i ndi vidually. Use a separate Acconpanyi nhg Persons Form for
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chil dren, parents, partner or other persons who need to stay
with you in Auroville.

Bring the conpleted and signed Request Formto the office
Request Forms sent by enmail will not be accepted.

Bring the foll ow ng docunents to the Entry O fice during
of fi ce hours:

8§ Passport photo's (4 copies)

8 Copy of passport ( 3 photocopies )

8 Copy of valid photo identification (El ection
Commi ssi oner's Card)
( 3 photocopies ) for Indians only
Copy of valid visa/ OC / PIO ( 3 photocopies )
Copy of health insurance
Letter fromwork place
Three Aurovilian references ( Hone, Work, Activity )
Letter from Housing Service
Schooling — Letter of acceptance
Orientation — Date of Program

w W W W W W W W

Pl ease note that any inconplete submissionis likely to
result in cancellation of introductory neeting appoi nt nent
and a new appoi ntnent mght take several nore weeks.
Therefore, nake sure that all the necessary docunents are
i ncluded and the formis correctly filled in and si gned.

If you are invited to participate in Auroville, then you

will be sent a necessary Visa Reconmendation letter, signed
by the Secretary of Auroville Foundation, if you are not an
Indian citizen or do not hold a PIQ OCl card. In sonme cases,
you may need to neet the Secretary in person. The visa
recommendation letter is valid for a period of 6 nonths from
date of issue. You will need to subnit this along with visa
application formin your country of residence to the Indian
Consul ate to obtain a visa. On your return arrival in India,
you nust apply for a residential permt.

On your arrival in Auroville, there are few things to be
i mredi ately taken care of before you settle down into your
resi dence and start work.

1. G to Residents Service
As per Governnent of India regulations, within 24 hours of
your arrival in India, you have to subnit the following to
Resi dents Service:
§ 2 copies of arrival form
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8 2 copies of the photo page of passport
8§ 2 copies of the Indian visa page of passport (which
shows arrival date stanp)
These will be sent to the Secretary of Auroville Foundation,
who will issue a Certificate of Residence (within 10 days).
You will then (within 14 days fromdate of arrival in India)
have to submit the follow ng docunents at the office of RRO
Puducherry (0930-1230 hrs Mon-Fri):
8 Application for Registration of Foreigners
8§ Copy of your photo page of passport
8 Copy of the Indian visa page of passport (which shows
arrival date stanp)
§ Passport photo
§ Certificate of Residence
After submitting these, you will get a slip with a date for
collection of Residential Permit. It usually takes about 30
days to get the Residential Pernit fromdate of subm ssion
of docunents. The permit can be collected between 1600-1730
hrs Mon-Fri at RRO office, Puducherry.

The Residential Permt allows you to live in Auroville as a
voluntary worker for a period of one year and can be renewed
every year for three times (a maxi mum of one year each tine)
after which you will have to return to you hone country for
further renewal .

Pl ease note that under this Residential Permit, you are NOT
allowed to take up enploynment in India and nust Iive and
work in Auroville only.

Each time you travel out of India (even for very short
trips), you are required to fill out and submit the
departure formbefore you | eave Auroville and the arriva
formimediately on your return to Auroville.

I ndian citizens and PI O and OCl card hol ders are not
required to register with RRO nor obtain Residential Permt.
However, PIO card holders are required to register with RRO
when their stay exceeds 180 days.

After you collect the Residential Permt, you will need to
gi ve one copy to the Residents Service who will sign the
registration slip (formavailable).

Everyone, including Indian citizens, PIO and OCl card
hol ders nust informthe Residents Service when they arrive
in and | eave Auroville.
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2. Go to Financial Services

You will need to fill out a Material Conditions Agreenent
(form avail abl e) and show your Letter of Invitation at the
Fi nanci al Services (Town Hall, Opening timngs 09:00-12:00;
14: 00 — 16:00 Mon to Sat) to nmke necessary paynents.

REQUI RED FEES

Regi strati on fee (non-refundable): Rs.8000 for

adul t s/ Rs. 1000 for children (students)

Repatriation fund (for non-Indians only): Rs.1000

Return ticket deposit, as applicable (for non-Indians only)
(An anount equivalent to a return ticket to home country is
to be deposited. This nmoney is refundable at the end of
three years when a long-termvisa is obtained or will be
refunded i f the Newconer/Menber of Residents’ Assenbly
chooses to | eave Auroville).

Mont hly contribution to Auroville Central Fund: Rs. 2000 per
nmonth (Applicable to all Newconers and Menbers of Residents’
Assenbly) will be automatically deducted from your account
at the beginning of each nonth.

After you have paid the required fees, Financial Service
will issue a registration slip and open a Pour Tous Account
as Newcomer. The Newconer account nunber will replace your
guest account nunber.

Normal |y, there is no need for you to open a bank account
for your personal needs. Any inconming remttances from
overseas or India can be made directly to your Pour Tous
account. Al so you can arrange for both international and
donestic payments through your account. Ask Financia
Services for nore details.

3. Go to Housing Service
You will need to register your place of stay with the
Housi ng Service who will also sign the registration slip.

4. Go to Entry Service

You present the registration slip duly signed by the

Fi nanci al and Housing Services at Entry Service. Then you
will be recommended as a Newconer in the News and Notes.
Provided there is no substantive negative feedback, you wll
be issued a Newcomer card. You nmay need to show this card to
avai |l of various services at Auroville. Your Newconer period
starts fromthe date of issue of Newconer card and you then
officially start your integration!

Suggesti on
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Wthin the Sol ar Kitchen conplex are facilities for nost of
your daily needs. You may join the Prosperity Schene or the
Pour Tous Distribution Scheme (PTDS) for your nonthly
groceries and affordabl e I unch schene at Sol ar Kitchen
Nandi ni scheme offers basic clothing against nonthly
contribution. At Free Store, you can pick up clothes and a
few other things or give away your used clothes, which are
i n good condition

3. Participate as Newcomer

Participate in developnment of Auroville through
wor k

All Newconers are expected to work full-tinme throughout the
entire Newconer period

As a base guideline, a Newconmer is expected to contribute
work for at |least 35 hours a week (an average of 6 hours a
day; Mon-Sat). Working for personal devel opnent i s not
considered as working for the comunity. Newconers are

advi sed to take up work recognized by Entry Service for the
purpose of integration (see List of Wrk Pl aces).

Newcomers are required to obtain an Activity Reference from
the project holder of your place of work. A summary of the
duration of work period and the contribution of work will
become part of self-assessnent for eventual reconmendation
as Menber of the Residents’ Assenbly.

As a Newconer you are expected to remain in Auroville

t hroughout the full integration period of one year. Over
many years it has been observed that spending a conplete
year in Auroville, and experiencing all of the seasons,

i ncluding the hottest nonths, helps people clarify their
notivation and conmtnent, thereby facilitating the

i ntegration process.

If a Newconer has to | eave Auroville during his/her Newconer
period for an exceptional circunstance, the | ength of

hi s/ her absence will be added to his/her Newconer period. A
Newcomer i s supposed to informthe Entry Service whenever
s/he is leaving Auroville for nore than two weeks.
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Attend Newcomer Orientation Program

The Entry Service supports a Newconer Programto facilitate
i ntegration of Newconers into the community life. All
Newcomers are encouraged to participate in this programto
meet ot her Newconers, find work, visit comunities/units and
to share experiences. Announcenents of events are usually
made in the News and Notes and invitations are sent by e-
mai | .

If you wish to have a Contact Person to nentor you during
your integration process, the Entry Service can help you
find one.

Submit Interim Self-assessment

After six nmonths of work, you will need to submt the Self
Assessnent (formavailable) to the Entry Service. After
receipt of this, a menber of the Entry Service will neet you
in person to review your integration process and brief you
on the next steps.

4. Obtain Recommendation

Attend Final meeting with Entry

The Entry Service will schedule a neeting with the Newconer
before presenting his/her name to the community through the
Aurovill e news and Not es.

Obtain Member of Residents’ Assembly Card

After the recomendati on as Menber of Residents’ Assenbly is
endorsed by the Secretary of Auroville Foundation (within 30
days), the Entry Service will transfer your information to
the Residents Service, who will add your name to the

Resi dents Master List and you will be issued a Menber of

Resi dents’ Assenbly card.

You are now officially a Menber of the Residents’ Assenbly
and you may undertake responsibilities for the devel opnent
of Auroville.



Request Process 2010 - To Live in Auroville
9

5. Termination of Newcomer Status

The Entry Service has the responsibility to ternminate the
Newcomer status if it is found that one or nore of the
conditions for living in Auroville has not been fulfill ed.
In such a case an appeal process is avail able.

+++

Auroville is created to realize the ideal of Sr
Aur obi ndo who taught us the Karma Yoga.

Auroville is for those who want to do the Yoga of work.
To live in Auroville nmeans to do the Yoga of work.
So all Aurovilians nust take up a work and do it as

Yoga. Bl essi ngs.
( The Mother’s | ast nessage to Auroville, 27 March
1973)



